
LOUISANA REPUBLICAN STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE

A RESOLUTION CALLING ON OUR LOUISIANA DELEGATION to spearhead a

bipartisan effort to secure post-war amnesty for U.S. soldiers who are either currently awaiting

court martial or are incarcerated for alleged crimes committed while scrving their country in

combat in Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan:

WHEREAS, the United States is currently withdrawing U.S. troops from Afghanistan, thc

longest war in American history, costing the lives of approximately 2,300 servicemen and

women, resulting in over 20,000 service members who were maimed, crippled, or injured, and

costing billions of American tax dollars;

WHEREAS, unreasonable and unworkable "rules of engagement", put in place for political

purposes, which in many cases put our troops in a position of having to decide whether to defend

themselves, even though it might mean prosccution and unjust prison sentences for simply doing

their jobs as soldiers;

WHEREAS, in March of 2020,the United States freed approximately 5,000 Taliban

prisoners, in spite of thcir hostilc actions against American and coalition personnel;

WHEREAS, many convicted terrorists, in spite of their hostile actions against Americans,

both military and civilian, have, likewisc, bcen released from their imprisonment at the

Guantanamo Bay Detcntion Facility;

WHEREAS, on December 23, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt tendered a Christmas

amnesty to approximately 1,500 people convicted of violating the Espionage Act;

WHEREAS, on December 24, 1947, President Harry Truman gave pardon to 1,523 World

War II convicted draft evaders who had completed or were serving prison terms;

WHEREAS, on January 21,1977, President Jimmy Carter granted unconditional pardon to

hundreds of thousands of draft dodgers who evaded military service in the Vietnam War era;



WHEREた S, t here exi st s ampl e hi st oi cal  precedence Fort he Cotmmander i n Chi ef of t he
A二 Bl l ed Forces of t he Uni t ed St t t es t o i ssue角 ‖ and compl et e pardon or commut at i on f or al l
persons who are awai t i ng cout t  maHi al  f br chmes aneged t o have been cornmi t t ed i n t he“ f og of
war' i n ci t her Syri a, Imq, or Af ghani st t n, or who have been con宙 ct ed of t he same and are
current l y i ncarcerat ed based on such convi ct i on;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED hat t he Republ i can PaHy of  Loui si ana, i n a
spi r i t  of nat i onat  reconci l i at i on and heal i ng, st rongi y urges our st at e' s Federal  Congressi onal

del egat i on, speci aca‖ y senat ors J ohn Kenmedy and Wi ni am cassi dy, and Represent t t i ves St eve
Scal i se, Mi ke J ohnson, Garret  Craves, Ci ay Hi ggi ns, J ul i a Let i ow, and Troy CaHer, t o
i Hnmedi at el y｀こspearhead"a bi part i san coal i t i on t o pet i t i on and encourage Presi dent  J oseph R.
Bi den t o grant  post―war pardon and∞mmutat i on t o al i  UoS. mi l i t aり members curent l y f aci ng
couH mart i al  f or al l eged c五 mes coni Hni t cd duri ng host i l e act i ons whi l e execut i ng t hei r mi l i t ary
duり dunng t hei r seⅣ i ce i n Syri a, I t t q or Arghani st an, or who have been con宙 ct ed of t he same,
and are curent l y i ncarcerat ( xi  based on such convi ct i on, and t hat  t hey FCqueSt  t he Presi dent  t o
i ssue sai d pardon and commut at i on i n cot t unct i on wi n t he cOmmemomt i on of t he 20h
anni versary of t he 9′ 1 l  t emor at t acks.

THUS DONE&PASSED t hi s 14ぬ day of August , 2021, i n t t n sessi on oFt he Loui si ana
Republ i can St at e Cent t i  ComHl l i t t ee, at  Bat on Rouge, Loui si ana.

MICHAEL M, Secret ary
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